Pharmacoeconomic studies of antidepressants: focus on venlafaxine.
Newer antidepressants are more expensive in terms of acquisition costs than older drugs. However, cost effectiveness simulations and retrospective analyses of administrative databases of newer antidepressants, including venlafaxine, suggest that the higher acquisition costs may be offset or more than offset by savings of other treatment costs. Because simulations and retrospective studies are vulnerable to multiple methodologic uncertainties, large scale randomized "real-world" cost effectiveness experiments are needed. If venlafaxine in actual practice is more effective or has a more rapid onset of action than SSRIs as suggested by efficacy studies and existing meta-analyses, these effects could translate into pharmacoeconomic advantages.